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Discuss the three pillars of the sustainable business and contrast these with “conventional” paradigms. Pg 3-4 
The three pillars of sustainable business are ecology, economy and ethics. In order for a business to achieve complete sustainability, it must take a look at the pillars of sustainability together rather than individually as is the case with the conventional paradigms. The conventional paradigms separate these three sections and is how most business is done across the globe; however, in doing so it has had adverse repercussions for all mankind (Desjardins, 2006). The conventional paradigm suggests “that economics is and should be, value-neutral” (Desjardins, 2006, pp.4). Together ecology, economy and ethics concerns question: “What are the best ways for human beings to live and flourish within the biosphere that is their only home?” (Desjardins, 2006, pp. 4). Furthermore, “the concept of sustainability has grown out of the recognition that economic development on a global level cannot be separated from questions of social justice and from ecological stability” (Desjardins, 2006, pp. 9). There are differences as well as similarities between the concepts of economic development and economic growth, and according to Haller each has its own set of problems. The differences between economic growth and development refer to the fact that, while economic growth concerns the quantitative side of economic activity (the increase of results, of quantities, of sizes), development has a larger scope, including qualitative changes that take place in economy and society (Haller, 2012, pp.68). Similarities refer to the fact that: - Growth and development are continuous processes, with stimulating effects in economy; - Both processes involve the allotment and utilization of resources and the increase of efficiency; - The finality of growth and development is the improvement of the standard and quality of life; - Growth and development are cause and result of the general trend, influencing its rhythm and ensuring passages from one level to the other (Haller, 2012 pp.68). Haller (2012) estimates that economic growth is the process of increasing the sizes of national economies, the macro-economic indications, especially the GDP per capita, in an ascendant but not necessarily linear direction, with positive effects on the economic-social sector, while development shows us how growth impacts on the society by increasing the standard of life. Haller also points out that according to Leszek Balcerowicz that the economic development has four dimensions: - The initial level of development (reflected, for instance, by the income per capita) or the level existing when the rhythm of development starts being determined; - The human capital or the people’s level of education and professional training; - The internal economic condition or the economy’s structures; - The external economic circumstances. The last three factors should be related to the period for which the rhythm of economic development is determined, which, in its turn, is the result of different interactions between the four groups of factors. The initial level of development is essential for the subsequent rhythm of development. Staying behind involves certain impulses of acceleration – the countries with a lower rhythm of development can reach a faster one compared to the richer countries because a state not keeping pace can us at an institutional and technological level the solutions that the developed countries have already found and could learn from their mistakes, an aspect that Balcerowicz deem more important than the former one. Be sure to include the concept of economic growth vs. development. Also include a discussion of the impact on the biosphere. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The drivers in the environment are food, climate and energy because to support human life, the Earth’s biosphere must provide adequate food, water, and breathable air (Desjardins, 2006). However, over-consumption is putting major stress on the biosphere which can be seen by the effects of man-made global warming. Our textbook speaks about the I=-PAT formula. This formula helps to determine what type of impact the population, affluence and technology has on our environment. 


Within the above context, compare and contrast a company of your choice that embodies the tenets of the sustainable business along with one that embodies that of the traditional model.
Within the above discussion elaborate on how each- affects business strategy and management:
· The business model/economic paradigm 
· CSR/corporate culture/values
· Obligation to environmental stewardship
· Life cycle management
· Production
· Supply chain practices (where do they source their inputs, etc.)
· The relation between the business practices of each company and consumer behaviors
· The ethics of each company’s marketing activities
· Accounting, finance, HR, and Operations Management


What potential ethical issues can you identify with regard to these companies? How would you prioritize them? Explain your reasoning. How would you approach resolving these ethical problems?
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